Frequently Asked Questions – Consular/ Passports

This information is provided by the British High Commission in Nicosia for the convenience of enquiries, but neither Her Majesty’s Government nor any official of the High Commission take any responsibility for the competence or probity of any firm/advocate/organisation mentioned or for the consequence of any legal action.


Q1.
Do you have any information regarding living in Cyprus?

Information about living in Cyprus can be found in the document Living and Working in Cyprus.
Q2.
What is the validity required on a British passport to enter and leave Cyprus?


Cyprus Immigration have informed us that a passport that is valid for the duration of a proposed visit is required to enter Cyprus.  However, it is always best to confirm with the authorities. If you are in the UK you can contact the Cyprus High Commission in London. Their contact details are:

Cyprus High Commission

93 Park Street

London WIK 7ET

Tel: 
08700056711

Fax:
002074910691


www.cyprus.embassyhomepage.com
Q3.
Are British nationals who are born before a certain date entitled to free passports?  What is that date?


In recognition of the sacrifices made by World War II veterans and civilians, every British national born on or before 2 September 1929 is now entitled to apply for a free ten-year passport from the Identity and Passport Service (IPS). 

All applications should be on original IPS application forms (available from the British High Commission) and will be sent to IPS in the UK for processing. You should therefore bear in mind that the process will be slightly longer than if you lodge, and pay for, an application with us.

Q4.
My partner and I plan to get married in Cyprus. We would like a civil marriage. Who do we contact?


Please contact the municipality where you plan to marry to find out what documents you will need. Further details are available in the document Marriage in Cyprus.
Q5. 
How do I renew my family’s passports and what are the fees for adults and children?


You will need to complete form C1 if you are 16 or over and form C2 for children under 16. The forms are available from our website www.britain.org.cy. The fee for adult passports is €170 and €109 for children. You need to submit two photos with each application; three photos in the case of children 4-16.  Photos must have a white background. One photo should be countersigned as instructed on the guidance notes and the same person should also countersign the passport application form. You should also submit your previous passports for cancellation. Children aged 4-16 will also need to submit a school certificate which is also available from: http://www.fco.gov.uk/Files/kfile/School%20Certificate2.htm
The school certificate needs to be countersigned by the school principal.

First time adult passport applications and lost/stolen passport applications are likely to require further documentation and an interview. For more information, please check our website www.britain.org.cy.
Q6. 
We plan to visit the north of Cyprus for a few days and then stay in the south for the rest of our stay. How long are we allowed to stay in the north of the island? 

You may stay in the north for up to 30 days for a holiday. If a British national wishes to stay in the north for longer than 30 days then they should seek permission for a longer stay from the immigration officer on first arrival. Those wishing to take up residence will need to apply for a ‘residence permit’. British and other foreign nationals who have entered Cyprus through the north are considered by the Government of the Republic of Cyprus to have entered Cyprus through an illegal port of entry.  The Government of the Republic of Cyprus reserves the right to fine EU (including British) citizens for illegal entry if they cross into the south. In practice, their current policy is not to do so.

Q7.
We would like to bring our dog to Cyprus. How do we go about this? 


If you would like to bring your pet to Cyprus, you need to contact DEFRA (Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs). Their Pets Helpline telephone number is: 0870 241 1710, Monday to Friday 8:30 am – 5:00 pm UK time.


Their website is: 
www.defra.gov.uk/animalh/quarantine

e-mail: 

pets.helpline@defra.gsi.gov.uk

(Please enclose address and daytime phone number)

Q8.
How can I find out information regarding employment in Cyprus?


If you register with your District Labour Office, they will inform you of any vacancies that match your qualifications. You may also check the European Employment Services website at www.europa.eu.int/eures under ‘Cyprus’. The local newspapers ‘The Cyprus Weekly’ and ‘The Cyprus Mail’ often have vacancies for various employment opportunities in Cyprus.

Q9.
Now that I live in Cyprus, am I entitled to free medical cover because I have an EU Passport? What do I need to do to ensure that I am covered?

The European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) is only for visitors to the island and covers state medical treatment - you can obtain an EHIC application form from the EHIC advice line tel: 0845 606 2030 or on-line at www.dh.gov.uk/travellers
You should obtain an EHIC card before you travel to Cyprus.   All British Government pension holders are entitled to free Cyprus state medical treatment.  To ensure that you receive your treatment please complete the E121 form that is available from the UK pensions office (0191 218 7777) and take it with you to your local hospital.  If you are not a British Government pensioner, we strongly recommend that you take out private health insurance.

Q10.
How do I register to vote in UK elections from overseas?

If you are a British citizen living abroad you can apply to be an overseas voter.

As long as you were registered to vote in the UK within the last 15 years, you can register to vote from overseas. If you were too young to vote when you left the UK, your parent or guardian must have been registered.

As an overseas voter, you can vote in elections for the UK Parliament and the European Parliament. You cannot vote in UK local or mayoral elections or elections to the Scottish Parliament, the National Assembly for Wales or the London Assembly.

For further information and to download your electoral registration form, please visit www.aboutmyvote.co.uk  

For those without internet access, please call The Electoral Commission on (0044) 207 271 0500 for further information on how to register to become an overseas voter.
Q11.
How do we import our car into Cyprus? Do we need to pay import tax since we are British Citizens and Cyprus is now in the EU?


You may find more detailed information to your query at the Cyprus Customs and Excise website at www.mof.gov.cy.   The following information is an extract from that website which you may find helpful:

1. Community status of the vehicle

Goods in free circulation in the EU move from one member state to another without payment of further customs import duty. To be exempt from paying further import duty in Cyprus, proof of community status of the goods must be provided. If you are transferring to Cyprus a car for private use from another member state, you may prove its Community status by producing a T2L or Τ2LF document; or the number plates and the vehicle registration document issued by the previous member state. 

The T2L or Τ2LF document can be obtained from the previous member state Customs Service or through your vehicle supplier or shipper. In case of a failure to provide the above mentioned proof of vehicle’s community status, the importation will be classed as having arrived from a third country and the vehicle will be liable to import duty in addition to the excise duty and VAT. 

2. Procedure on arrival of the vehicle in the Republic

Certain goods are subject to excise duty, even if they arrive from another member state of the EU. Motor vehicles, in the following categories, are subject to excise duty: 

· saloon type vehicles, such as sedan, cabrio, estate, hatchback, coupe, etc; 

· Jeep-type off-road vehicles (4Χ4); 

· double cabin cars; vans of tariff heading 87.04 having a gross weight not exceeding 2032 kg and a net cargo space not exceeding 2 m3; 

· motorcycles having an engine of a cubic capacity exceeding 600 cc. 

If you accompany such a vehicle from another member state of the EU, provided it is in free circulation, you may leave the port or airport immediately without any customs procedure.  If your vehicle is brought in unaccompanied by ship, you are required to furnish proof of community status before you are allowed to remove the vehicle from the port. 

However, in both cases, you are required to declare the vehicle to the nearest Customs Station within 24 hours from the date of its arrival using form ED5 (in both Greek and English), in order to pay the excise duty and VAT, if the latter is payable. If a public holiday or weekend follows the date of arrival, you must make the declaration on the first working day after the expiration of the 24 hours deadline. 

3. Payment of excise duty

You must pay the excise duty due within 10 working days from the date of the vehicle’s arrival in the Republic, unless within this period you opt to: 

· place it in a customs warehouse; 

· send it to another member state of the EU; or 

· export it to a third country. 

In order to pay the excise duty, you will have to complete form SAD. If you cannot complete it on your own, you may use the services of a customs clearing agent. 

4. Calculation of excise duty

The excise duty is calculated on the basis of the capacity of the vehicle’s engine and this is differentiated according to: - 

· the mass of carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions. 

· the age of the vehicle, the kilometres it has done, its general condition, the type of its transmission, its make and type, in accordance with the reduction rates as fixed in a Notice issued by the Director of Customs.
An additional excise duty of 1 cent per cc of engine capacity is also imposed. 
4.1. Variations due to carbon dioxide emission

The excise duty for category A vehicles is differentiated as follows, according to the mass of carbon dioxide emissions (CO2) (combined cycle), as mentioned on a certification issued by the Registrar of Motor Vehicles for used vehicles: 

· For emissions up to 120 gr/km, a 30% reduction 

· For emissions exceeding 120 gr/km but not exceeding 165 gr/km, a 20% reduction 

· For emissions exceeding 165 gr/km but not exceeding 200 gr/km, a 10% reduction 

· For emissions exceeding 200 gr/km but not exceeding 250 gr/km, a 10% increase 

· For emissions exceeding 250 gr/km, a 20% increase 

If the above mentioned certification is not produced, the carbon dioxide emissions are considered as exceeding 250 gr/km and the total excise duty payable is increased by 20%, as in case E above. 

For the issue of the certification by the Road Transport Department, you may apply to the main offices of the Department at the following address: 

Kameris Court 1

17, Vasileos Pavlou, 

Nicosia

Phone nos: 22807121 & 22807107

Fax no.: 22354030

E-mail: dirdrt@cytanet.com.cy

4.2. Variations of excise duty on used cars

For used cars the total excise duty payable is reduced in accordance with the reduction rates as fixed in a Notice issued by the Director of Customs. To determine the reduction rates, the Director takes into consideration objective criteria, such as the age of the car, the kilometers it has done, its general condition, its gear box, its make and type. 

Notwithstanding any other provisions of the customs or other legislation; used cars means those registered in any country. 

5. Information 

For more information, you may write to: 

The Director,

Department of Customs and Excise

Corner M. Karaoli & Gr. Afxentiou, 1096, Nicosia 

Fax no 22302031 

E-mail; headquarters@customs.mof.gov.cy 

For telephone inquiries you may call The Valuation Section at Customs Headquarters on any of the following telephone numbers +357 22 601753 or +357 22 601748.

